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Book If.
Division II.

History of
the disco-
very of its
component
parts.

poses glass when applied to its surface for a long time
in a high temperature.

Water is now known to be an oxide of hydrogen, or
a compound of oxygen and hydrogen. As this disco-
very has almost entirely altered the appearance of the
science of chemistry, by furnishing an explanation of a
vast number of phenomena which were formerly inex-
plicable, it will be worth while to give a particular ac-
count of the different steps which gradually led to it.

The first person probably who attempted to disco-
ver what was produced by burning hydrogen gas was
Scheele. He concluded, that during the combustion-
oxygen and hydrogen combined, and that the product
was caloric.

In 1716 Macquer, assisted by Sigaud de la Fond^
set fire to a bottle full of hydrogen gas, and placed a
saucer above the flame, in order to see whether any fu-
liginous smoke would be produced. The saucer re-
mained perfectly clean ; but it was moistened with
drops of a clear liquid, which they found to be pure
water *.

Next year Bucquet and Lavoisier exploded oxygea
and hydrogen gas, and made an attempt to discover
what was the product ; about the nature of which they
had formed different conjectures. Bucquet had suppc*-
sed that it would be carbonic acid gas; Lavoisier, on
the contrary, suspected that it would be sulphuric or
sulphurous acid. What the product was they did not
discover 3 but they proved that no carbonic acid gas was
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